
 

 

 
 
 
 

Pass the Port 
 

Isaiah Berlin Online aims to post, in the fullness of time, PDFs of 
all Berlin’s uncollected and unpublished work, including lec-
tures, interviews and broadcasts, so that it is conveniently 
readable and searchable online. The present PDF is part of this 
series. 
 
The PDF is posted by the Isaiah Berlin Legacy Fellow at Wolfson 
College, with the support of the Trustees of the Isaiah Berlin 
Literary Trust. 
 
All enquiries, including those concerning rights, should be 
directed to the Legacy Fellow at berlin@wolfson.ox.ac.uk 
 

mailto:berlin@wolfson.ox.ac.uk


 

 

Pass the Port 
 
Story in Pass the Port Again: The Best After-Dinner Stories of the Famous 
(London, 1980: Christian Brann), 21 

 

 
 
LORD CHIEF JUSTICE HEWART  once, when receiving some kind 
of public honour, said in reply: ‘On occasions of this kind there are 
two speeches which I can make: one is short and one is long. The 
short one is “Thank you”; the long one is “Thank you very much.” 
Now that I have acquainted you with the content of both speeches, 
I see no reason for making either.’ 
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